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EXPERIENCE
Allen Dobson, Ph.D., is a health economist and President of Dobson | DaVanzo. Before he co-founded the firm, Dr. Dobson spent eighteen years with The Lewin Group where he was Senior Vice President and directed the Health Care Finance Group. Prior to work at The Lewin Group, Dr. Dobson worked for Blue Cross Blue Shield of Richmond and served as Director in the Office of Research at CMS (then the Health Care Financing Administration) when the Medicare Inpatient Prospective Payment System (PPS) was being developed and implemented. Dr. Dobson came to CMS from the United States Public Health Service (PHS) where he served as Director of Office of Analysis. 
Dr. Dobson has studied Medicare’s various PPSs (e.g., acute care hospitals, long term care hospitals, skilled nursing facilities, inpatient rehabilitation facilities, home health agencies, and ambulatory surgery centers) for over twenty five years and has directed numerous efforts to model the impact of Medicare and Medicaid payment policies on health care providers using a variety of statistical and econometric methodologies. He worked on a project for CMS to help implement Section 3133 of the Affordable Care Act which revises methodology for determining Medicare Disproportionate Share Hospital (DSH) payments for IPPS hospitals. He has extensively analyzed the Medicare Resource Based Relative Value System (RBRVS) physician payment system and worked for ten years for CMS advising on the methodology for determining physician practice expenses under RBRVS. Dr. Dobson has conducted numerous analyses of teaching costs for the Association of American Medical Colleges (AAMC) and other clients. Additionally, he regularly leads efforts to model CMS rulemaking analyses for numerous provider groups in support of the clients’ public comments and responses to the notices of proposed rulemaking (NPRM). All of Dr. Dobson’s work is grounded in the use of complex data systems and validated methodologies.

Dr. Dobson was recently the Principal Investigator of several large research projects which used either a multiyear, patient-level, 20 percent sample or a 5 percent sample of Medicare claims across facility-based settings. For a consortium of inpatient rehabilitation facilities (IRFs), various ways of bundling Medicare payment for episodes of care that include inpatient hospital and other post-acute care settings were explored. A linked file study approach was also used to study an LTCH industry finance study. Recently, Dr. Dobson co-led the firm’s bundled payment activities, which supported the American Hospital Association (AHA) and AAMC in policy development and also supported numerous providers, other entities, and conveners in their development of bid prices for the CMS Bundled Payment for Care Improvement (BPCI) Initiatives. Dr. Dobson has also led an effort to evaluate the effects of shifting Medicare post-acute care patients across settings in a clinically appropriate and cost-effective manner on behalf of the Alliance for Home Health Quality and Innovation (AHHQI). 

Dr. Dobson led a study for America's Health Insurance Plans (AHIP) on the effect of a "public plan" on hospital margins using California Office of Statewide Health Planning and Development (OSHPD) data. This study was published in Health Affairs in 2009. 

Dr. Dobson led four studies of the economic impact of an industry. The first study modeled the impact of the nursing home industry in Pennsylvania. The second study looked at clinical and economic impact of community health centers in the State of Washington and was the first to model economic impact at the county level for community health centers. The third study determined the economic impact of psychiatric hospitals on the nation’s economy. The fourth study investigated the economic impact of the Medicaid expansion program in the state of Missouri. These four studies used input-output economic modeling to determine the direct, indirect, and induced effects, as well as the multipliers of the target institutions on their state economies.

Dr. Dobson provides testimony for legal counsel as an expert witness in healthcare finance matters.
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Dr. Dobson was selected as one of the nation's most influential health care policy leaders by Faulkner and Gray, when they included him in their first edition of "The Health Care 500." He received the Helen L. Van Seawall Best Article Award from the Healthcare Financial Management Association for his article "Shifting - No Solution to Problem of Increasing Cost." 

Dr. Dobson often chairs small group consensus-building processes and expert advisory panels. Dr. Dobson has analyzed the impact of managed care on the demand for inpatient hospital services and worked on the development of payment risk adjusters. Dr. Dobson is a frequent speaker at conferences and has testified before the U.S. Congress, MedPAC, and various state, federal, and presidential commissions on health care finance, provider payment, and health policy issues. Over the last several years, he testified before the Pennsylvania, Illinois, Mississippi, Maine, and Nevada state legislatures on a variety of health care finance issues. He has published his work widely, including in the New England Journal of Medicine, Journal of the American Medical Association, Inquiry, Journal of Managed Care, Health Affairs, and Health Care Financing Review. Dr. Dobson is a Phi Beta Kappa graduate from the University of Washington in Seattle, and earned his Ph.D. in economics from Washington University in St. Louis, Missouri.
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Analysis of Hospital and Physician Reimbursement Issues
· Directed studies on hospital and physician payment reform and co-authored numerous reports to Congress. Conducted briefings to White House staff on the merits of alternative payment reform options. Performed descriptive analyses related to hospital and physician databases. Conducted analysis of the Harvard RBRVS study and other payment reform issues for the AMA, PPRC, and physician specialty groups.
· Analyzed Medicare and Medicaid policy issues, DRG Payment Systems, hospital cost functions, hospital case mix, insurance markets, hospital closures, physician payment issues, hospital payment for the Ontario Ministry of Health, public and private health-related programs and health care reform financing and payment risk adjustment issues.
Health Care Services Research Projects
· Directed HCFA internal and external research studies. Worked on numerous Congressionally-mandated reports and synthesized research findings in both written and briefing formats on a wide variety of health care policy areas. Continued comparable interests in the private sector. Developed financial analyses of PHS programs while with the Health Service Administration. Managed physician work and practice expense studies for the American College of Surgeons, American College of Cardiology, and numerous other physician specialty groups
Experience with Large Data Sets
· Wrote and lectured extensively on how HCFA/CMS and other public sector data can be used to address public policy issues
· Used HCFA/CMS data extensively as PPS and RBRVS were developed and implemented
· Under numerous DUAs, have used BMAD, MedPAR, SAF, and person identifiable linked data files for numerous public and private sector clients 
· Worked with public and private sector data bases on program evaluation, product pricing, and risk adjustment
· Expert in the use of the American Hospital Association’s Annual Survey Data
· Directed analyses of HCFA, BCBS and numerous private sector physician databases
Knowledge of Medicaid and Medicare
· Involved with the development of Medicare and Medicaid program policy nearly three decades. Especially knowledgeable about payment and rate adjustment 
· Assisted clients on obtaining Medicare Demonstration Grants
· Baseline Cost Estimation, Expenditure Projections, Simulations, and Sensitivity Analyses
· Led initial HCFA PPS evaluation activities.
· Developed private sector capability to forecast the impact of PPS on the hospital industry. Developed comparable capability for RBRVS.
· Presented Congressional testimony on hospital cost structures and the analytics pertaining to PPS impact analyses.
National and State Health Care Reform Analyses
· Directed analysis of potential impact of managed care on the demand for inpatient hospital services for the American Hospital Association and Catholic Health Association. Modeled projected changes in hospital utilization and potential overcapacity by state and MSA and the potential financial impacts at hospital-specific level. 
· Published several reports for national health care associations on the impact of health care reform, including the Health Security Act, on the hospital industry. Analyzed and published reports on the impact of reform on insurance coverage and household spending and on the differences in costs between community and teaching hospitals.
· Analyzed the economic impact of Governor Pataki’s 1995 proposed Medicaid budget cuts on New York State’s economy for the Greater New York Hospital Association and Healthcare Association of New York State. Worked with an integrated economic, input/output, General Equilibrium model to study variables including real gross regional product (GRP), personal income, disposable income, and real disposable income.
· Drafted the regulations for the establishment of the Kentucky Risk Assessment and Risk Adjustment System for the Kentucky Health Policy Board. Worked on Medicaid reform in the State of Ohio. Worked with Kentucky Education Association and other state education associations on group health insurance purchasing and input-output analyses. 
Consulting Physician Groups on Medicare Reimbursement
· Convened a Technical Advisory Panel for the American Academy of Orthopedic Surgeons to develop practice expense hypotheses and data collection instruments. Analyses were based on a survey that provided detailed practice expense data on practices and 14 orthopedic procedures. 
· Facilitated a meeting of physician experts to build consensus on physician work values for the American College of Radiation Oncology. Consensus values were compared to the Harvard surveyed relative work values for radiation oncology procedures and to the relative work value scale established by HCFA for the MFS. Findings were submitted to HCFA and used as a basis for revisions of relative value units.
· Facilitated a series of small group physician meetings for the American College of Cardiology (ACC) where survey results were summarized and revised. The findings were submitted to HCFA and used as a basis for revisions of relative value units in the 1993 Medicare Fee Schedule.
· Facilitated a small group physician meeting where survey results were summarized for the American College of Cardiology. The final results were used to illustrate the inability of Medicare Fee Schedule relative values to provide adequate reimbursement for pediatric cardiology procedures.
· Convened a series of meetings of an expert advisory panel composed of senior College members and practicing rheumatologists for the American College of Rheumatologists to develop a managed care manual that will help individual rheumatologists and rheumatologist practices assess, understand and plan for the emergence of managed care in their markets. The project also involved conducting interviews with rheumatologists, practice managers, and managed care companies in three communities, and the development of case studies on the selected communities.
· Conducted payment code and practice guidelines analyses for the American Chiropractic Association and helped secure new code structure for chiropractic providers
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Grants Review for Health Care Financing Administration, Winter 1987
Chairman, National Technical Advisory Panel on Prospective Payment Studies, 1983-1986
Associate Editor, Health Care Financing Review, 1982-1986
Special Achievement Award, 1985
Member of Senior Executive Service, 1984	
Administrator's Citation, May 1983
High Level of Performance Award, May 1978
MDEA and EDA Fellowships, 1965-1969
Phi Beta Kappa, 1965
Graduated Magna Cum Laude, 1965
Omicron Delta Epsilon, 1963
Listed in Marquis Who's Who in the East, Who's Who in America and Faulkner and Gray's Health Care 500
Advisory Committee for the Rural Health Services Research Agenda Conference sponsored by the National Rural Health Association (NRHA) and the Foundation for Health Services Research (FHSR)
Consultant to numerous foreign delegations investigating American Health Care System, 1982-1986 
Manuscript Reviewer for various journals on an ongoing basis
ExPert Testimony and depositions
United States v. Todd S. Farha, et al. United States District Court for the Middle District of Florida, Tampa Division. Case No.: 8:11-cr-00115, 2014.
Arbitration between Charles Wayne Property, Inc. and Genesis Health, Inc., d/b/a Brooks Health System. Case Number 33-115-Y-00302-12, 2013.
Metzdorf, et al v. St. Joseph Medical Center, Inc., et al. Circuit Court of Baltimore County. Case No. 03-C-11-003213 MM, 2012.
McClain et al v. Roswell Hospital Corporation, dba Eastern New Mexico Medical Center. CV-2008-485, July - October 2011. In a class action suit, Dr. Dobson defined the Damages Class and developed a compensatory damages methodology, accepted by the Court.
Little Rock Cardiology Clinic v. Baptist Health, 2009 U.S. App. LEXIS 28498 (8th Cir. Ark., Dec. 29, 2009)
Vista Healthplan, Inc. and Vista Healthplan of South Florida, Inc. v. Vincent Joseph Chen, Esq. and Emergency Pediatric Services, P.A., Miami Dade Circuit Court Case No. 08-15698 CA 01 (15), 2009.
Murphy, et al. vs. Baptist Health, Case No. CV-2004-2002. Estimated the impact of wrongdoings on revenues, expenses, and net incomes of a physician practice. Used client’s actual data and published industry benchmarks to project uninterrupted operations, 2008.
Baker County Medical Services, Inc., vs. Aetna Health Management, LLC, Case No. 02-2006-CA-0061. Report and deposition concerning fair market value of healthcare services, 2007.
Patel, et al. vs. Verde Valley Medical Center, et al., Case Number 05-1129-PCT-MHM, 2007.
Andrew Berkowitz, MD vs. Prison Health Services, Inc. and City of Philadelphia, July Term 2006, Control Number 010121, 2007.
In re Farmers Med-Pay Litigation, District Court of Canadian County, State of Oklahoma, 2004. Expert report, 2006.
Bio Medical Applications Company vs. Physicians Health Plan of Maryland, Inc., Case No. 05-CV-1447 (RWT), 2006. 
Boca Raton Community Hospital, Inc. vs. Tenet Healthcare, Provided expert testimony regarding Medicare hospital outlier payments, 2006.
United States District Court Southern District of Florida Miami Division in Re. Managed Care Litigation, 2005.
Capital vs. AmeriChoice, finalized the report and provided testimony regarding the report entitled, “Relationship of Hospital Charges, Costs and Payments Relative to Private and Public Support of Hospitals,” 2004.
South Jersey Hospital Inc., vs. Correctional Medical Services Inc. Served as a consulting expert for a defendant health plan's counsel in a reimbursement court case, 2004.
Expert testimony assisted the New Hanover Regional Medical Center in matters related to the pending investigation of NHRMC by the Federal Trade Commission, 2003.
Class action: Strawn vs. Farmers Insurance. Expert witness before a jury for Farmer's Insurance on medical fee schedule, 2003.
Litigation support services for case against Nomura Securities International, Asset Securitization Corporation and Nomura Asset Capital Corporation, 2003.
AmeriChoice vs. Capital Health Systems. Expert report on the relationship between hospital charges, costs and payments relative to private and public support of hospitals, 2002.
Arbitration between Temple University and AmeriChoice Health Services regarding the relationship of hospital charges, costs and payments relative to private and public support of hospitals, 2002.
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