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CURRICULUM VITAE SYNOPIS-COURT QUESTIONS


1. PLEASE TELL THE COURT YOUR FORENSIC BACKGROUND AND STATE YOUR
    QUALIFICATIONS:

I am a Florida State licensed, board accredited investigator specializing in forensic document examination and handwriting analysis.  I am certified and court qualified.

 I am the past vice president and past president of South Florida Investigators Association (served 6 years), formerly on the Board of Directors for the Forensic Expert Witness Association Florida Chapter and formerly on the Advisory Counsel for the City College of Ft. Lauderdale.

I commenced my career with the criminal justice system nearly 25 years ago. A two year internship is require for state licensing. In 1993 I interned for two years under the mentorship of a 25 year veteran retired detective from the New York City Police Department, who was then employed by Gulf Stream P.D. I fulfilled the two year requirement and obtained my State of Florida Investigator's license.  Shortly after receiving my license I applied to the State of Florida for, and received a license to open my agency. 

In 1999, I commenced my studies in Forensic Document Examination and Handwriting Analysis. I studied the FBI and Secret Service manuals as well as studied and read books written by the experts such as Albert Osborn (1910) considered the father of questioned documents who founded "SWGDOC" the Scientific Working Group for Document Examiners-composed of private and government examiners, David Ellen, Robert Saudek, Wilson Harrison, Bradford and Bradford, Roy A. Huber, James Conway, Ordway Hilton, and numerous scientific journals from the National Association of Document Examiners as well as FBI and Secret Service Journals. There are no college degrees in Forensic Document Examination. 

2. IS CERTIFICATION MANDATORY?

No. Certification is not mandatory. Certification is voluntary. The majority of examiners are not certified.   After significant research for courses that offered certification in questioned documents, I registered for a two year course designed to be completed within a two year period. The course offered certification upon completion,  passing the tests and a final thesis. The course was provided by the National Questioned Document Association.  The course was an extensive, interactive, mentored course, which consisted of 36 lessons, reading assignments, research, 36 tests and 50 cases studies on which to opine and a final thesis. 

After having met the criterion for certification I was certified in 2004.  The course, mentoring and test was administered by the past president of the National Association of  Document Examiners. (NADE)

In 2004,  I was vetted by and joined NADE-the National Association of Document Examiners. Since that date and until the formation of the Scientific Association of Forensic Examiner of which I am currently president, I attended weekly and by-monthly continuing education classes provided by the past President of NADE. My mentor, instructor and past president of NADE is certified by (BFDE) the Board of Forensic Document Examiners and was awarded diplomat status in 1996 by the National Association of Document Examiners.  

Eventually I was asked by NADE's president to chair and host NADE's International Forensic conference in 2007.  It was a daunting one year undertaking and took place in Boca Raton. 

After having completed the questioned document course, the author and past president of NADE, approached me with an offer to teach her course.  From 2004 to 2012, I was an instructor and mentored students which included law enforcement students, attorneys and private sector students world-wide. 

In 2012, I incorporated the Scientific Association of Forensic Examiners, an international organization dedicated to Forensic Document Examination and Handwriting Analysis promoting education and certification.  SAFE currently has members in throughout Europe, Africa, Asia and Australia as well as across the United States. 

I continue to attend monthly continuing education classes held by SAFE, hosted and attended SAFE's annual conferences as well as continuing my annual proficiency testing through an independent forensic testing company, Collaborative Testing Services, a testing facility that provides proficiency testing to law enforcement and federal forensic experts as well as private sector experts. 

At the Scientific Association of Forensic Examiners International Conference in 2014 I took the certification test and passed.  Even though I was already certified by another association, I took the SAFE certification test in an effort to encourage members to become certified and to lead by example.
 
3. OF WHICH FORENSIC BOARDS, COMMITTEES OR ASSOCIATIONS ARE OR WERE YOU A MEMBER?

I am the current president of the Scientific Association of Forensic Examiners. I was a voting member of the E-30 Committee of ASTM (American Standards and Testing Materials) until it disbanded the E-30.02 Committee for Questioned Documents approximately four years ago.  At that time the association of which I am president, along with our board of directors commenced the task of creating our own Standards and Procedures, a combination of  ASTM and FBI Standards with input from our members.  Membership currently adheres to and follows these Standards and Procedures. 
I am currently a member of the South County Bar Association and Broward Bar Association. I am the past vice president and past president of South Florida Investigators Association (served 6 years), formerly on the Board of Directors for the Forensic Expert Witness Association Florida Chapter and formerly on the Advisory Counsel for the City College of Ft. Lauderdale.


4.  ARE THE SAFE STANDARDS RECOGNIZED BY ANY AUTHORITIVE BODY?

Yes. In 2010, in light of the government's 2009 National Academy of Science's report, "A path forward-strengthening forensic science in the United States" that stated forensic sciences was in need of more regulation, education and standardized methodology, I approached the past president of NADE and sought assistance in forming a new association toward that purpose.
The focus of the new organization, the Scientific Association of Forensic Examiners, would be on continuing education, proficiency testing and certification, based on a set of standards and methodology gleaned from the various government standards currently in place as well adding our own additions to those standards, Code of Ethics and scientific methodology specific to document examination. 

In 2016,  along with my board of directors, we submitted SAFE's Standards and Procedures to the government's National Institute of Standards and Technology for review and inclusion. The National Institute of Standards and Technology, a sub-section of  the Organization of Scientific Area Committees, approved SAFE's standards which are currently listed on the NIST/OSAC web site. 

"OSAC" is the Organization of Scientific Area Committees for Forensic Science and "NIST," the National Institute of Standards and Technology is a government organization part of the Department of Justice, dedicated to strengthening forensic sciences in the united states. "NIST" established "OSAC" to support standards and guidelines for forensic practitioners who represent local, state, and federal agencies, academia and industry related scientific disciplines. 

As a result of our Standards being accepted by NIST, SAFE'S Certification Board is currently in the process of preparing to apply for accreditation with (FSAB), the Forensic Specialties Accreditation Board.  
 
5.  HAVE YOU TESTIFIED IN COURT?

Yes. I have previously been qualified as an expert in Federal court, Miami-Dade, Palm Beach and Broward County courts.  

6.  TO WHOM DO YOU PROVIDE YOUR SERVICES?

I am under contract with the State of Florida (JAC) Justice Administrative Commission, provide my forensic services to the State Attorney's Office, Federal Attorney's office, Commissioner of Education, Martin County Sheriff's Office, Public Defender's Office, Federal Defender's Office and Palm Beach County Board of Elections. My forensic investigations are international having provided my services to the Jamaican Police and to clients in countries as far away as Africa, Norway and Canada. 

My forensic presentations and seminars are approved by both the Palm Beach County Bar and Broward Bar Associations  for CLE credits. I have presented seminars to both Bar Associations. 

7.  HAVE YOU PRESENTED AT ANY OTHER ASSOCIATIONS OR HOSTED ANY FORENSIC CONFERENCES?

I was host and chair person for the (NADE) National Association of Document Examiners 2007 conference in Boca Raton and the (SAFE) Scientific Association of Forensic Examiners International Conference in Boca Raton in 2014 and co-chair for the SAFE conference in 2016.

I present at forensic conferences for investigators, law enforcement and forensic examiners and provided questioned document training for the Supervisor of the Board of Elections for Palm Beach County and her employees.  

I provided my training seminars to Gold Coast Forensic Association and area police for the C.S.I.'s, located within the West Palm Beach Police Department, South County Bar Association and Broward Bar Association members, the Boca Raton Police Academy, police conferences, Economic Crimes Division conferences and the Florida Association of Licensed Investigators to name a few. I am scheduled to present at the Florida Association of professional Investigators at their conference in February 2018.

I have been invited to speak at forensic conferences in England, Japan and China, (with Dr. Henry Lee, as well as, but not limited to, California, Texas, and Florida.  

8. HAVE YOU WRITTEN ANY ARTICLES?

Yes. I am the editor and contributor to the Scientific Association of Forensic Examiners International Journal, an annual publication.  I have contributed articles and have been Chief Editor since the inception of SAFE.

 I am an author and frequent contributor of forensic articles to both Broward Bar Association "Barrister" publication and the South County Bar Association "Advocate" publication. 

Additionally, my forensic articles have been published in Evidence Technology Magazine, PI Magazine, Stop Foreclosure e-magazine, as well and other publications. I have been interviewed by the Sun Sentinel, Boca Raton News, on the cover of the Jewish Times, Palm Beach Post and appeared on MSNBC, Channel 5 News and interviewed numerous times on the radio including the Broward Bar Review Radio Show. 


9. PLEASE TELL THE COURT THE METHODOLOGY-THE SCIENTIFIC METHOD YOU EMPLOY

The methodology utilized for forensic examination is referred to as "ACE." Analyze, compare and evaluate." This methodology is utilized by the FBI and Secret Service, and the government's questioned document labs, U.S.  Treasury, the U.S. Postal Service and law enforcement agencies. This method is also accepted and affirmed by the District of Columbia Court of Appeals in the case #08-cf-1361 Pettis v United States. 

10. WHAT ARE THE PRINCIPLES OF HANDWRITING?

1.          UNIQUENESS

2.          NO ONE PERSON WRITES EXACTLY THE SAME WAY TWICE-THUS
             NATURAL VARIATION

3.          SKILL LEVEL-ABILITY TO REPRODUCE LETTER FORMATIONS ON A VISUAL
             NOT EDUCATIONAL LEVEL.  A PERSON CAN WRITE BELOW HIS SKILL
             LEVEL BUT CANNNOT WRITE ABOVE HIS OR HER SKIILL LEVEL.
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