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CURRICULUM VITAE

Lewis J. Pytel
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Professional Accident Reconstructionist for over 35 years, serving more than 400 attorneys throughout Florida

Qualified Expert Witness in the field of accident reconstruction and analysis in the U.S. District Court and Circuit Court in the following Florida counties:

Dade, Broward, Palm Beach, Martin, Hernando, Pasco, Lee, Sumter, Lake, Monroe, Collier, Hendry, Orange, Pinellas, Indian River & Charlotte

Testified as an Expert Witness before the Dade County Grand Jury  

Observed controlled crashes of automobiles vs. automobiles, automobiles vs. fixed objects, automobiles vs. pedestrian surrogates & motorcycle vs. pedestrian surrogates.
In 1985, Mr. PyteI was invited to observe a FHA break away pole crash test.

Conducted crash testing for the purposes of assessing impact severity

Guest Lecturer: 

· South Florida Claims Association

· Trial Lawyers Association of Broward County

· Florida Association of Licensed Investigators

A consultant to the Dade State Attorney's office, making recommendations to lawyers and investigators as to case preparation in criminal accident prosecutions / 1981 to 1984.

Consultant to the Dade County Attorney's office, providing guidance in the preparation of accident cases in civil litigation / 1982 to 1984
Instructor for both the Dade State and County Attorney's offices, conducting seminars regarding the preparation of traffic accident cases / 1982
 to 1984

Mr. Pytel's testimony made new case law at the appellate level in the area of restraint systems in the case of Barcello v. Rubin No. 89-2770 

District Court of Appeal of Florida, Fourth District April 24, 1991
In 1983 Mr. Pytel, along with other Experts, was asked to make recommendations concerning legislation of the first Seat Belt law, which was to be enacted in the state of New York.  This Seat Belt law was enacted and became the predecessor for future Seat Belt laws in the United States

TRAFFIC  ACCIDENT  RECONSTRUCTION  &  ANALYSIS  /  PHYSICAL  EVIDENCE  EVALUATION  & INTERPRETATION

PRACTICAL EXPERIENCE

Conducted over 5,000 motor vehicle accident investigations as a Law Enforcement Officer with the Metro Dade Police Department

Personally examined over 12,000 damaged vehicles for purposes of determining and assessing speed and relative impact angles

Quantified over 10,000 skid numbers over the last 35+ years

1982 to 1984
As Police Sergeant assigned to the Training Bureau; designed and implemented Advanced Accident Investigation and Traffic Homicide courses for Law Enforcement officers from numerous police agencies under the auspices of the Criminal Justice Standards and Training Commission

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
1981-1984
Taught at both basic and advanced levels for over 1,000 officers from numerous police agencies in Southeast Florida

Instructor at the Southeast Florida Institute of Criminal Justice, specializing in:

Accident Investigation

Advanced Accident Investigation




Traffic Homicide Investigation




Advanced Physical Evidence Interpretation




Accident Reconstruction Techniques




Vehicle Testing Procedures




Traffic Law

Instructor at the Metropolitan Police Institute, specializing in:

Accident Investigation

Advanced Physical Evidence Analysis and Interpretation

Advanced Accident Investigation

Traffic Homicide Investigation

Traffic Accident Reconstruction Techniques

Vehicle Testing Procedures


Traffic Law

EDUCATION




Bachelor of Science / Education / 1971    




Univ. of Miami / Univ. of Tampa



(Dean’s List 1969)

SOUTHEAST FLORIDA INSTITUTE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE / 1976





Advanced Accident Investigation

Accident scene preservation techniques



Accident death scene

Hit and run investigative techniques 

Physical evidence interpretation

Basic accident reconstruction techniques; use formulas in accident investigation; basic physics of accident investigation



SOUTHEAST FLORIDA INSTITUTE OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE / 1977





Traffic Homicide Investigation

Advanced physical evidence interpretation

Scale drawing

Legal aspects of accident investigation, civil and criminal

Lamp examination

Advanced reconstruction techniques, formulas physics, vector analysis of right angle collisions

UNIVERSITY OF MIAMI, SCHOOL OF CIVIL ENGINEERING / 1979





Accident Reconstruction & Analysis

Elements of accident reconstruction

Selected human, vehicle & environmental factors

Federal & State standards

Physics relating to accident investigations
Acceleration & deceleration modes of vehicles

Interpretation of skidding evidence

Traffic signal sequence diagrams

Time sequence as a tool in reconstruction

Perspective graphics as a tool in the interpretation of photographs

Evaluation of intersection collisions by use of vector analysis

Speed estimates from vehicular crush evidence

Speed estimates from roadway evidence

Pedestrian-vehicle accidents

Pedestrian slip & fall accident analysis & standards

Data needs in accident reconstruction reporting

Railroad crossing accident analysis

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY TRAFFIC INSTITUTE / 1984



Vehicle Dynamics
Acceleration & deceleration of vehicles

Conservation of momentum analysis

Flips, falls, vaults & side-slips

Irregular braking situations 

NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY TRAFFIC INSTITUTE / 1987

Motorcycle Accident Reconstruction

PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS

Society of Automotive Engineers    

Association for the Advancement of Automotive Medicine 



American Society for Testing & Materials 

Accident Reconstruction Communications Network

National Association of Professional Accident Reconstruction Specialists
Transportation Research Board, National Academy of Sciences  /  Individual Associate
SEMINARS, WORKSHOPS & SYMPOSIUMS

BIOMECHANICS OF IMPACT TRAUMA

    
 Association for the Advancement of Automotive Medicine


International Research Council on Biomechanics of Impact (IRCOBI)

1985 - Captiva, Florida 

HUMAN SUBJECTS FOR BIOMECHANICAL RESEARCH

Society of Automotive Engineers



1985 - Washington, D.C.

1988 - Atlanta, Georgia 

1989 - Washington, D.C. 



1990 - Orlando, Florida









ANNUAL CONFERENCE

Association for the Advancement of Automotive Medicine




1985 - Washington, D.C.

STAPP CAR CRASH CONFERENCE



Society of Automotive Engineers

1985 - Washington, D.C.

1988 - Atlanta, Georgia



1989 - Washington, D.C. 

1990 - Orlando, Florida

DELTA-V WORKSHOP

Volvo & Association for the Advancement of Automotive Medicine

1985 - Washington, D.C.

    
TRUCK CRASHWORTHINESS & CRASH AVOIDANCE CONFERENCE

Society of Automotive Engineers & NHTSA

1986 - Annapolis, Maryland




HEAD INJURY MECHANISM SYMPOSIUM

Volvo & Association for the Advancement of Automotive Medicine

1989 - Washington, D.C. 

CONFERENCE ON VISIBILITY

Transportation Research Board, National Academy of Sciences




1986 - Washington, D.C. 


DESIGN UPDATE TRAINING


          Manual of Uniform Minimum Standards for Design, Construction 
  
          and Maintenance for Streets and Highways ("Florida Greenbook")
                     

State of Florida D.O.T., April 2010



Plans Preparation Manual


Manual of Uniform Minimum Standards for Design, Construction



and Maintenance for Streets and Highways ("Florida Greenbook")



Design Standards



Highway Safety Manual




State of Florida D.O.T., April 2011
ARTICLES:
"Investigating Officer's Priorities Upon Arrival at the Scene of an Accident"

"An Examination of the Technical Aspects of a Basic Formula"

"Why should we drive slower when the roads are wet?"

"An In-Depth Assessment of a Driver's Reaction Time"

Served as an Expert for Plaintiff and Defense Attorneys, Prosecutors and Criminal Defense Attorneys in the last 35+ years.
SOME OF THE ADDITIONAL ENTITIES REPRESENTED:

U.S. Army

Dade County Attorneys Office

Vic Francis Motors, Inc

U.S. Navy

Dade Co. State Attorney's Office
Coral Food Industry Suppliers

U.S. Post Office 
C & R Concrete


U.S. Attorney's Office

Parkway Auto Parts
Florida Power & Light Co.

Lufthansa


Ryder Systems

U.S. Security Co.


Florida Power Corp.

Valkat Inc.

Montenay Power Corp.


Mastergardeners Nursery


Associated Grocers
County Waste Inc.


Kenan Transport

Redwing

Dreyfuss Sons



Hubbard Construction Co.

Express Transport
Gorman Co.



GLF Construction




General Rent A Car
Storms Trucking


City of Homestead

Carnival Fruit

City of Margate



Alamo Rent a Car




City of Plantation
VIP Rent a Car



National Linen Service

Parkway Auto Parts
Bergeron



Randle Eastern




Tarmac


Broward County Schools

Hernando Co. State Attorneys Office

Broward County
Utilix Corp.



SAIA Motor Freight Line

National Alliance Brokerage Services, Inc.

