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Petroleum Engineering Expert (Drilling and Operations)
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE

Project Manager / Expert Witness  


       

    2011-2015
· Project manager for numerous onshore and offshore installations in California.
· Expert witness/consultant for 40 oil/gas drilling and operation cases including patent litigation.
· Instructor for industry classes on oil and gas drilling and operations.
· Supervised drilling campaign.

· Provided technical advice and background information to investment advisors.
· Performed the reservoir and economic analysis of property acquisitions.
Aera Energy, LLC



              2005-2011
Project Manager, Los Angeles Basin  



    
· Managed all engineering and construction aspects for new development projects.
· Oversaw the operation of an offshore drilling rig.
· Prepared drill sites, installed required equipment for drilling rigs, and completed the surface installations for newly drilled wells.

· Installed new ESP systems and optimized existing pumping units

· Developed innovative solutions to reduce drilling and facility installation costs.

Chevron 
1979-2004
Engineering and Drilling Manager, Congo  
· In charge of planning all new wells from drilling to completion to production.   
· In-depth expert analysis led to the discovery of 20 MMB of reserves that were previously thought to be unrecoverable.

· Doubled oil output of the Libwa Field by identifying production bottlenecks  
· Worked with the drilling technology group to implement new equipment and techniques to improve well results (logging while drilling, foam drilling, coil tubing drilling/completions, casing packers, horizontal open hole fracs and gravel packs.

Technical Consultant, Kuwait  
· Led the design and drilling of new wells including horizontal water injection wells.

· In charge of the $1.5B Kuwait’s Burgan effluent water project development.   
· Led team to review, design, and install new artificial lift equipment

Chief Engineer, Congo  
· Ran Chevron Oil Congo’s engineering department that included                                   drilling /reservoir/production engineering, budgeting/planning, and facilities design.

· Developed drilling program in the Congo that reduced per well drilling costs by 25% and increased oil production by 30%.
Planning Manager, Southern Africa Business Unit  
· Managed business unit’s $500 MM annual capital budget that adequately balanced short-term cash requirements with long-term earnings improvement.

· Developed unique scheme to secure project funds for under-financed partner.

· Assembled innovative financing technique to move forward internal projects when capital was non-existent.

· Developed drilling programs to improve the economics of various projects.
Sr. Staff Engineer, Angola  
· Coordinated the drilling and facilities planning of the $450 MM North Nemba project that set new standards for the interaction of multi-disciplined teams.
· Led the development and drilling of the $38 MM Northeast Numbi project that was on budget and put on line in 50% of the average time.

· Developed the reservoir simulation model that led to a new water injection strategy in the Vermelha reservoir of the Numbi Field.  The realignment stabilized the reservoir pressure & reduced the production decline from over 30% to fewer than 10%.
· Optimized the water treatment and injection system.
Chief Engineer, Zaire  
· In charge of all drilling/reservoir/production engineering for Zaire Gulf Oil.

· Designed new drilling strategy that added 5.5 MM barrels of reserves to the Mibale field.

· Coordinated the efforts to drill the first horizontal well in West Africa (1990).

Area Engineer, Los Angeles Basin  
· Led the 10 production engineers planning new wells and remediated older wells.
· Led operations review that reduced annual costs by over $1,000,000 at the Whittier and Huntington Beach fields. 

· Maintained a production decline of less than 6% at the Yorba Linda steam project by careful monitoring of reservoir energy and temperature.

· Increased production by expanding water injection to reservoirs that were previously thought to be unsuitable for secondary recovery.

· Led the effort to sell various small California leases.  Obtained almost twice the anticipated transaction price by utilizing a coordinated marketing effort focusing on potential value of under-exploited resources.

Production Engineer, Los Angeles Basin  
· Increased oil production 68% in the Montebello Field (LA Basin) waterflood by identifying unseen fault blocks and the realignment of water injection patterns.

· Planned and oversaw the drilling of new oil wells.
· Instituted a stimulation program at Montebello that raised oil production of various wells from under 10 BPD to 20-80 BPD.

Lead Engineer, Los Angeles Basin  
· Led team of 4 engineers on field operations including planning/supervising rig operations, new facilities installations, and production optimization.

· Re-established economic viability to the aging Beverly Hills Field by optimizing hydraulic lift system at three drill sites.
 
Drilling Engineer, Bakersfield  
· Supervised drilling rigs for ongoing development program.
· Designed, assembled, and coordinated drilling programs for a wide variety of development and exploration wells.
Reservoir Engineer, Bakersfield  
 
· Designed and implemented deep cyclic steam project in the Fruitvale Field in Bakersfield to recover an additional 10% of oil in place.

· Significantly increased gas production from the West Grimes (Sacramento Valley) Field by discovering and exploiting bypassed gas zones. 

· Supervised the reservoir analysis of the Tejon Valv Fireflood project.

EDUCATION

Bachelor of Science, Chemical Engineering, University of Southern California - 1979
Graduate Business Classes, California State College Bakersfield - 1979-1982
· Received R&A Award for the development of a company Toastmaster. 
· Made numerous meeting presentations to communicate with project stakeholders including senior management. 
PAPERS

“Platform Emmy Deck Extension Project” presented at the Prevention First 2014 Symposium – October 2014

“Engineered Severe Service Valve Solution” presented at the Emerson Global Users Exchange – September 2010 
“Advanced Wireless Application for Critical Service Valves” presented at the Emerson Global Users Exchange – September 2010
“Alternative Economic Criteria for Superior Project Analysis” presented at the SPE Middle East Oil Show in Bahrain – June 2003

“Stimulation of a Producing Horizontal Well Using Enzymes that Generate Acid In-Situ Case History” presented at the SPE European Formation Damage Conference held in The Hague, The Netherlands – May 2001

“An Innovative Technique of Obtaining Project Financing for the Equity Share of a Developing Country’s National Oil Company” presented at the SPE Annual Technical Conference in New Orleans, Louisiana – September 1998 and published in the Journal of Petroleum Technology – January 1999

“Calculated Risk Taking for Fast-Track Development” presented at the Offshore West Africa conference in Accra, Ghana – November 1997

“Adapting a Reservoir-Management Strategy to Changing Reservoir Conditions” presented at the SPE Annual Technical Conference in San Antonio, Texas – Oct. 1997 and published in the Journal of Petroleum Technology – December 1997

“Changing Reservoir Management Strategy in the Numbi Field” presented at the Offshore West Africa conference in Libreville, Gabon – November 1996
DEPOSITIONS AND TESTIMONY (Last 4 years)
Date:
June 2015
Case:
Larry Gilman, et al. v Mannon L. Walters, et al: American Arbitration Association; Case No. 52-198-Y-00012-12 FED INSD No. 3:12-cv-00114-SEB-WGH.  Deposition.   

Date:
March 2015
Case:
Macpherson Oil Company, et al. v Pace Diversified Corporation: Kern County, California Superior Court; Case No. S-1500-CV-274945-DRL.  Trial Testimoy

Date:
September 2014
Case:
Macpherson Oil Company, et al. v Pace Diversified Corporation: Kern County, California Superior Court; Case No. S-1500-CV-274945-DRL.  Deposition.   

Date:
June  2014
Case:
Hayward Industries, Inc. v. Pentair Water Pool and Spa, Inc.: U.S. Patent and Trademark Office Before the Patent Trial and Appeal Board; Case IPR2013-00285.  Deposition.   

Date:
February and March 2013
Case:
Precision Energy Services, Inc. v. ThruBit, LLC: U.S. District Court for the 
Southern District of Texas; Civil Action No. 4:11-cv-04492.  Deposition.  Trial
Testimony. 

Date:
October 2011
Case:
Hansen et al. v. Tri-Valley Corporation et al.: California Superior Court (Ventura 
   
County); No. 56-2010-00373549-CU-OR-VTA.  Deposition.  

Date:
April 2010
Case:
FIML Natural Resources LLC v. Tube Tech Inc. et al.: Colorado District Court 
  
(Denver County); Civil Action No. 2008CV-003920.  Trial testimony.  

Date:
June 2009

Case:
Fred Leeds et al. v. St. James Oil Corp.: California Superior Court (Los Angeles); 
Case No. BC385644.  Deposition.  


