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Professional Profile

Dale W. Rush is President and owner of Rush and Associates, a service company specializing in forensic agronomy and agricultural related loss investigations. Specialties include issues related to seeds, transplants, nursery stock, annual and perennial crops (field, row, specialty, trees and vines), water and irrigation issues, fertilizers, plant growth regulators, pesticides, pre-harvest plant pests including insects, fungal pathogens, crop chemical effects, and performance of crop management personnel.  While Rush and Associates is the leading forensic agronomy firm in the Western United States, loss investigations also include international evaluations. 

Dr. Rush has published on a range of subjects including plant responses to saline environments, fertilizer technology and product development, pesticide development including plant growth regulators, herbicides, agricultural spray adjuvants, and water quality effects on plant growth.  Forums include industry publications, technical periodicals and refereed professional journals.

Formerly, as Manager of Agricultural Technical Services for Union Oil Company of California (UNOCAL), Dr. Rush managed both national and international product development of new fertilizers, adjuvants, plant growth regulators, and pesticides, directed the pesticide registration group, as well as providing hands-on technical support for existing mainstream fertilizer and pesticide products for UNOCAL’S multi-million dollar revenue Agricultural Products Division.  Dr. Rush also served on boards of various state regulatory and trade associations as a technical advisor in matters of industry standards and promulgation regulatory requirements.

Current engagements include interactions with multinational agricultural chemical, fertilizer, and seed companies, insurance underwriters, private farming entities, and local, national, and international retail purveyors of agricultural and horticultural products.  Topics include product performance, labeling, testing, litigation, and field personnel performance.

Dr. Rush has participated as a qualified expert in numerous local, state, and federal litigation issues including landmark decisions relating to agricultural product performance, and as a consultant for private party plaintiffs, defendants, as well as local, state, and federal regulatory agencies.

Dr. Rush has more than 35 years of experience in the various aspects of farming, agricultural product development and use, seed quality, water issues, and litigation.  His company is also closely associated with other firms specializing in land use issues including soil evaluations, wetland designation and remediation, post-harvest physiology, perishable commodity handling, and plant growth regulator development and performance. 

Dr. Rush obtained a Bachelors Degree in Environmental Biology (emphasis: Plant Ecology), a Masters Degree in Soil Science, and a Ph.D. in Soil Science (emphasis: physiology and genetics of salinity tolerance), awarded by the University of California, Santa Barbara and Davis campuses.
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